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Article 1 

The following words and expressions, wherever they occur in the law, 
shall have the meanings given opposite to each of them unless otherwise 
required by the context. 

Law: This Execution Law. 

Executive Regulations: The executive regulations of the present law. 

Minister: Minister of Justice. 

Execution Judge: Chief of the execution department and judges, 
execution department judge and the judge of the court who undertakes 
the duties of the execution judge, as the case may be. 

Chief: Chief of the execution department, judge of the execution 
department or judge of the court who undertakes the duties of the 
execution judge, as the case may be. 

Execution Officer: The person assigned to carry out execution 
procedures in accordance with the provisions of the law. 

Judicial Papers Informant: The court usher, the requestor of execution 
or the person or firm licensed by the Ministry of Justice to report 
announcements, appointments, orders and judicial documents required 
for execution. 

Judicial Sale Agent: The person licensed by the Ministry of Justice to 
sell the assets of the debtor to repay the debt to the creditor. 

Dicisions: Procedures and orders taken by the execution judge except 
his judgments on disputes. 

Execution Disputes: Claims that may arise as a result of execution and 
that relate to the fulfilment of validity conditions which the execution 
litigation parties or others may file. 
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Part One 
Chapter One 

Authorities of the Execution Judge 

Article 2 

With the exception of the judgments and decisions issued on 
administrative and criminal cases, the execution judge shall have the 
authority of forcible execution and supervision assisted by the sufficient 
number of execution officers pursuant to the provisions of the Law of 
Procedure before Sharee'ah Courts unless otherwise provided for in the 
present law. 

Article 3 

The execution judge shall have the authority to decide on execution 
disputes whatever their value is in accordance with the provisions of the 
summary court. He shall also have the authority to take decisions and 
issue orders related to execution. He may order seeking the help of 
police and concerned force, order embargo on travel and lifting the 
same, order detainment and release, order disclosure of assets and 
consider claims of insolvency. 

Article 4 

The territorial jurisdiction of the execution judge, as the case may be, 
shall be as follows: 

1. In the circle of the court which issued the execution document, 
2. In the territory of the authority where the writ was created, 
3. In the domicile of the debtor, and 
4. In the place of the real estates or moveable property of the debtor, 
The executive regulations determine the provisions necessary for this 

article. 

Article 5 

In case of multiple execution departments, the execution judge, who 
has undertaken the first execution procedure, may supervise execution 
and distribute its result. He may also deputize the execution judge at 
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another execution department to act on the debtor's property. The 
executive regulations determine the provisions necessary for the same. 

Article 6 

All decisions taken by the execution judge shall be final. All his 
judgments on execution disputes and claims of insolvency may be 
challenged by way of appeal and the judgment issued by the court of 
appeal shall be final. 

Article 7 

If any aggression, resistance or attempt to hinder execution, the 
execution judge shall take all precautionary measures and may order 
concerned authorities to provide necessary assistance. Execution officers 
may not break doors or locks by force to effect execution unless they 
seek the permission of the execution judge. Minutes shall be signed in 
this respect. 

Chapter Two 
Execution Document 

Article 8 

1. The execution department in every general court shall undertake 
execution and its procedures. More than one department may be 
constituted when needed. 

2. The single judge in the general court shall undertake execution and 
its procedures. 

3. Foreign judgments, orders and writes shall be executed by one 
judge or more, as needed. The Supreme Judicial Council may, when 
necessary, create special courts for execution. 

Article 9: 

No forcible execution may be carried out except by an execution 
document of a right of a specified amount at the time of payment. 
Execution documents are: 

1. Judgments, decisions and orders issued by courts, 
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2. Awards of arbitrators initialed by orders of execution in accordance 
with the law of arbitration, 

3. Reconciliation minutes issued by authorized departments or 
approved by courts, 

4. Commercial papers, 
5. Authenticated contracts and writs, 
6. Judgments, court orders, awards of arbitrators and authenticated 

writs issued in a foreign country, 
7. Ordinary papers the contents of which are admitted in whole or in 

part, and 
8. Contracts and other papers which have the power of the execution 

document under the law. 

Article 10 

Judgments may not be forcibly executed while it is permitted to 
challenge them unless they are covered by summary execution or such 
summary execution is prescribed by relevant laws. 

Article 11 

Notwithstanding the provisions of treaties and conventions, the 
execution judge may not enforce any court judgments and orders passed 
in any foreign country except in cases of equal treatment and after 
verifying the following: 

1. That the Saudi courts are not competent to hear the case in respect 
of which the court judgment or order was passed and that the foreign 
courts which passed it are competent in accordance with the 
international rules of jurisdiction set down in the laws thereof. 

2.  That the litigants to the case in respect of which the judgment was 
issued were duly summoned, properly represented and enabled to 
defend themselves. 

3. That the court judgment or order has become final in accordance 
with the law of the court that passed it. 

4. That the court judgment is in no way inconsistent with any 
judgment or order previously passed by the Saudi courts. 

5. That the judgment does not provide for anything which constitutes 
a breach of Saudi public order or ethics. 
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Article 12 

The provisions of the preceding Article shall be applicable to the 
awards issued by arbitrators in any foreign country. 

Article 13 

Official instruments enforced in any foreign country may be ordered 
to be enforced in Saudi Arabia on the same conditions as are laid down 
in the law of that country for enforcing official instruments executed in 
Saudi Arabia, on the basis of equal treatment. 

Article 14 

Judgments, court orders, awards of arbitrators and authenticated 
instruments issued in a foreign country shall be submitted to the judge 
of the execution court responsible for the enforcement of foreign 
judgments to verify that they meet the conditions of execution and 
stamp them with the seal of execution. 

Article 15 

1. If the debtor admits the right in an ordinary paper, the execution 
judge may document his declaration and the said paper is deemed an 
execution document. 

2. If the debtor denies all or some of the right, the execution judge may 
order the debtor to sign a declaration on the reason of objection with the 
consequence the penalty provided for in this law. The paper is 
considered an execution document unless objected to. The creditor may 
file his claim before the court having jurisdiction. 

Chapter Three 
Disclosure of Property 

Article 16 

The execution judge may order disclosure of the debtor's property as 
sufficient to repay the execution document and may also order 
disclosure and distress after informing the debtor of the execution order. 
Nevertheless, if it appears to the execution judge that the debtor 
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procrastinates based on his credit record or proofs, he may order 
disclosure and distress of the debtor's property before informing him of 
the execution order. 

Article 17 

All pertinent authorities or those supervising registration of property, 
the debtor's debtor, the debtor's accountant and his staff shall disclose 
the assets of the debtor upon the order of the execution judge within a 
period not exceeding ten days from the date of informing these parties. 

Article 18 

Property registration authorities or those supervising or managing 
them shall, as the case may be, shall carry out the following: 

1. Create special departments to handle various orders of the 
execution court, 

2. Prepare databases of the property ownership, be they real estate, 
financial, commercial, intellectual or any other property. 

3. Agree to maintain the confidentiality of data and information which 
the staff have reviewed in connection with their work and shall not 
disclose for any reason whatsoever. 

4. Develop a technological mechanism to ensure prevention of access 
to data except by permission. 

5. Notwithstanding the provisions of the laws, these departments shall 
inform owners of property with the disclosed data after a period 
specified by the executive regulations. 

Article 19 

Disclosure of property shall be exchanged with other states upon the 
order of the execution judge on the basis of equal treatment. This 
disclosure shall exclude the things provided for in the laws, the 
resolutions of the Council of Ministers and those affecting the national 
security of the Kingdom. 
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Chapter Four 
Property Subject to Execution 

Article 20 

All debtor's property is deemed as surety for his debts. Seizing of the 
debtor's property entails that no action he may take on his seized 
property shall not have any effect.  

Article 21 

No seizing or execution may be made against the following: 
1. Property owned by the state, 
2. The house of the debtor in which he dwells with his legally 

sponsored dependants, if it is appropriate and on 
condition that the house has not been given as a security to the 

creditor. 
3. The means of transportation used by the debtor and his legal 

dependants. The execution judge determines how appropriate such 
means is unless such means is given as a security to the creditor. 

4. Salaries and wages except the following: 
a. One half the total salary or wage shall be allocated to meeting the 

maintenance debt; 
b. One third the total wage or salary shall be allocated to meeting the 

other debts. 
Where there is lapping, one half of the total salary or wage shall be 

allocated to meeting the obligations of maintenance debt and third the 
other half to other debts.  

In case of multiple debts, the third of the half shall be divided among 
creditors in the manner prescribed by the Sharee'ah and the law. 

5. The tools needed by the debtor to practise his profession or craft by 
himself. 

6. Personal requirements of the debtor; the judge shall determine their 
appropriateness. 

 

 



Execution Law 

 

 
  203 

Al-Adl (56) 

Article 22 

1. The distrainee, whatever distrainment procedures are, may deposit 
an amount of money equal to the debt in the court's account dedicated 
for the repayment of the debt. The said deposit shall result in removing 
distress from the distrained property and transferring it to the deposited 
amount. 

2. No seizing may be placed on the debtor's property except as equal 
to the amount of the claimed debt unless the distrained property is 
divisible. 

3. The execution judge shall allocate the executable property to realize 
quick repayment. 

Part Two 
Precautionary Attachment 

Article 23 

The authority having the jurisdiction under the law to consider the 
dispute has the authority to place precautionary attachment in 
accordance with the provisions of the summary court. 

Article 24 

The creditor may request placing the precautionary attachment on 
movables subject to debt if the debtor has no fixed residence place in the 
Kingdom or if the creditor fears, for acceptable reasons, disappearance 
or trafficking of the debtor's property. 

Article 25 

The lessor may request placing precautionary attachment on movables 
or fruits in the leased property as a security for the payment of the 
accrued rent. 

Article 26 

The one who claims ownership of the moveable property may request 
placement of precautionary attachment with the one it is in his custody 
whenever there is clear evidence supporting his claim. 



Execution Law 

 

 
204 

Al-Adl (56) 

Article 27 

The creditor of a debt fixed at the time of repayment, even if he has no 
executable judgment, may request placement of precautionary 
attachment on the debts the debtor has with others, even if they are 
deferred or conditional and on moveable property or estates in the 
hands of others. The person in whose custody the distrained property is 
shall within ten days from notification of the distrainment disclose the 
debts, estates and property he has in his liability. He shall, within ten 
days from the date of notification of the judgment on the validity of 
distrainment, deposit in the court's account the debts he disclosed or the 
part of it sufficient to repay the debt. 

Article 28 

The precautionary attachment may not be placed in the previous 
instances except for the repayment of a visibly existing and on the spot 
right. 

Article 29 

The precautionary attachment may not be placed in the cases provided 
for in the preceding articles except upon an order by the court or the 
authority having jurisdiction to consider the dispute under whose 
jurisdiction the place of the residence of person whose property is 
distrained. The court or the authority having jurisdiction, prior to 
issuing its order, may conduct necessary investigation if the documents 
supporting the distress request are not sufficient. 

Article 30 

If the claim of right is filed before the court or the authority having 
jurisdiction, the said court or authority shall have the authority to issue 
the order of placing precautionary attachment. 

Article 31 

The distrainee and the person the property distrained with shall be 
given notice of the order of attachment concerned within maximum 10 
days from the date of placing it; otherwise the attachment shall be 
deemed null and void. The creditor shall within the above referenced 10 
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days period submit before the court or the concerned authority the claim 
of the right and valid attachment; otherwise, the attachment shall be 
deemed null and void. 

Article 32 

The distrainer shall submit to the court or the authority having 
jurisdiction an authenticated written declaration from a financially 
capable guarantor or a guarantee of all the rights of the distrainee and 
the harm that he may incur if it appears that the distrainer has no right 
to make such a request. 

Article 33 

The precautionary attachment placed on movables and property of the 
debtor with others shall be governed by the procedures related to the 
execution attachment except as related to sale. 

Part Three: Execution Procedures 
Chapter One: Execution Attachment 

Article 34 

1. Execution is carried out upon a request submitted by the requestor 
of execution to the execution judge on the form specified by the 
executive regulations. 

2. a. The execution judge shall check that the execution form is 
present in the execution document as stated under paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 
of article 9 hereof. 

b. With the exception of the provisions of 2.a., the execution judge 
shall check that the execution documents under paragraphs 4. 5. 6, 7 and 
8 of article 9 meet the legal conditions and stamps them with a seal 
containing the phrase "a document for execution" coupled with the 
name and signature of the execution judge and the court. 

3. The execution judge shall immediately issue an order of execution 
to the debtor accompanied by a copy of the execution document 
stamped as a true copy with the court's seal. The debtor shall be notified 
in accordance with the provisions of notifications specified by the 



Execution Law 

 

 
206 

Al-Adl (56) 

executive regulations. If it is not possible to notify the debtor within 
twenty days from the date of issue of the execution order, the execution 
judge shall immediately issue the notification in the widest published 
newspapers in the area of the court head office and the announcement 
expenses shall be received from the debtor at the time of the repayment 
of the right. 

4. Coordination shall be carried out between the Ministry of Justice 
and concerned authorities with regard to the disclosure of the addresses 
of the persons who do not have known residence places. 

Article 35 

1. The execution attachment is placed on movables by moving to the 
place of the property by the execution officer or by issuing a written 
order to the authority having jurisdiction to register it, as the case may 
be, and the execution officer shall prepare the minutes of attachment 
upon the order of the judge and initial the property register with the 
contents of the minutes. 

2. If the placement of attachment could not be completed within one 
day, it may be completed on the next days, even if they were official 
holidays. 

3. The property may not be moved from the place where it is 
distrained except upon an order from the execution judge. 

 Article 36 

1. The execution judge shall delegate with the execution officer an 
approved assessor or more specialized in the assessment of the property 
under execution in order to assess its value and document such 
assessment in the attachment minutes under his signature. With regard 
to the little property as specified in the executive regulations, the 
execution judge shall assign the execution officer to assess unless the 
creditor and debtor agree to their value. 

2. If the assessment of the moveable property requires entering the 
real estate, the assessor and the execution officer may enter it in the 
presence of police. The execution judge may order the use of force if the 
debtor refuses the execution or if he is absent. 

 



Execution Law 

 

 
  207 

Al-Adl (56) 

Article 37 

The execution officer shall deposit cash, jewellery, precious metals, 
antiquities and other precious items shall be deposited in the court's 
account or safe, as the case may be. 

Article 38 

If necessary, the execution officer shall secure the distrained property 
and place locks and the court's seal and document the same in the 
minutes. 

Article 39 

Fruits and crops shall be distrained before they are ripe and the 
execution officer shall fix a board at the entrance of the farm on which 
he shall fix the distrainment minutes to be sold when they are ripe. 

Article 40 

The attachment minutes shall be prepared in accordance with the 
provisions of the executive regulations. The minutes shall include the 
following information: 

1. The identity of the distrainer, the distrainee and the distrained 
with, 

2. The execution document, the execution order number, date and 
place of issue, 

3. The distrained property, its description, amount, weight, type, 
number and qualities by which its value differ, ownership document 
and data of registration, as the case may be, 

4. Type, number, date of issue and place of issue of the deed of 
ownership as well as location, borders, lengths and area of the real 
estate, 

5. Value of the distrained property as assessed by the assessor, 
6. Place of distrainment, 
7. Name of the guard assigned to secure and guard it, and 
8. Name of the sale agent as well as time, date and place of sale. 
The attachment minutes shall include the signature of the execution 

officer and the debtor, if present, and the guard as well as any person to 
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whom an action is ascribed in the minutes in accordance with the 
provisions specified in the executive regulations. 

Article 41 

The minutes of attachment shall be announced at the location where 
the execution data are published within five days from the date of 
distrainment; which announcement is deemed a notification to all those 
concerned with the distrained property. Nevertheless, the execution 
officer shall notify the distrainee and all those whom the execution judge 
find to have a kind right on the distrained property if these have 
addresses known to the execution judge. 

Article 42 

The execution judge may ask the distrainee to guard the distrained 
property under his control provided that he provides a guarantee or a 
financially capable surety that he will not act on the distrained property 
in any manner that may harm the creditor. If the distrainee refuses to 
guard the property or if it is not possible to provide a guarantee or a 
surety, the judge shall appoint a licensed guard. 

Article 43 

In all cases, the distrained property shall be delivered to the guard 
with his signature to the same under the distress minutes. The guard 
may not use or lend the distrained property or cause to be damaged. The 
execution judge may permit the guard to manage the distrained 
property if interest dictates the same. He shall keep the profit distrained 
with the principal property. If the guard is the owner of the distrained 
property, the execution judge may permit him to use it. 

Article 44 

The guard other than the owner of the distrained property may 
receive an equitable wage for guarding and managing the property to be 
determined under a decision issued by the execution judge and to be 
calculated as part of the execution expenses. 

 

 



Execution Law 

 

 
  209 

Al-Adl (56) 

Article 45 

The execution distress is levied on the real estate under distress 
minutes. The authority which issued the real estate ownership 
document shall be provided with a copy of the minutes to enter the 
same in the document record. 

Article 46 

If the debtor fails to execute or disclose a property sufficient to repay 
the debt within five days from the date of notification of the execution 
order or from the date of publishing in a newspaper, if it is not possible 
to notify him, he is deemed procrastinating and the execution judge 
shall immediately order the following: 

1. Ban the debtor from travel; 
2. Suspend issuing deeds of powers of attorney either directly or 

indirectly with regard to properties and anything that revert to them; 
3. Disclose the existing property of the debtor and future revenues in 

the amount sufficient to repay the execution document, seize the same 
and execute on them in accordance with the provisions of the present 
law; 

4. Disclose the licences and logs of the commercial and professional 
activities of the debtor; and 

5. Notify a licensed party to record all credit information on the 
incident of failure of execution; 

In addition to the above, as the case may be, the execution judge may 
take the following actions: 

a. Ban governmental authorities from dealing with the debtor, seize 
his financial dues with them and notify the execution judge with the 
same; 

b. Ban financial firms from dealing with him in any capacity 
whatsoever; 

c. Order disclosure of the property of the debtor's spouse, children 
and those proofs indicate that his property has been moved to them or 
treated him with favouritism. If it is suspected that there is evidence or 
proofs of concealment of property, the request is referred to the subject 
judge to decide on; and 
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d. Imprison the debtor in accordance with the provisions of the 
present law. 

Article 47 

The execution judge may question the debtor, his account and staff or 
those who deal with him suspected to have treated him with favouritism 
and the debtor's debtor in order to track down his property. He may also 
assign an expert to track down the debtor's property. 

Article 48 

The original execution document shall be noted with the actual 
executed parts and the documents data shall be entered in the execution 
documents with the court. 

Chapter Two: Sale of Distrained Property 

Article 49 

Only already qualified persons shall enter the auction hall. Persons 
participating in the auction are qualified under certain arrangements 
taken by the Ministry of Justice in agreement with the Saudi Arabian 
Monetary Agency. Financial capability of the participants in the auction 
and the way of deduction and payment of amounts shall be organized 
immediately after awarding the auction in accordance with the 
provisions stated in the executive regulations. 

Article 50 

1. The auction shall be announced within a period not more than 
thirty days or less than fifteen days before the day appointed for the 
auction at the site of the execution statement by posting the 
announcement on the door of the place where the distrained property 
exists stating the day, hour and place of sale as well as the type and brief 
description of the property. The execution judge may order publishing 
the announcement in one daily newspaper or more and the expenses to 
be deducted from the proceeds of sale. 

2. The auction shall start in the presence of the execution officer. The 
agent shall declare the opening amount of the auction on the distrained 



Execution Law 

 

 
  211 

Al-Adl (56) 

property. No sale may be completed at an amount less than the assessed 
amount. If no offer is provided by any purchaser, the execution officer 
shall appoint another date for the auction within a period not exceeding 
two days. The distrained property shall be sold at the amount the 
auction ends with unless than property is a real estate, metals, jewellery 
or the like, in which case the execution judge shall order re-assessment 
and opens the auction at the amount of the last assessment and such 
property is sold at the amount the auction ends with. 

The person awarded the auction shall pay the price immediately as 
specified in the executive regulations. 
3. If the person awarded the auction fails to pay the price on the 
appointed time, a further auction shall be held at its own risk in 
accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 hereinabove. The 
defaulting bidder shall be liable for settlement of any deficit in the price 
of the property and the auction expenses and any extra amount shall be 
returned to him. 

Article 51 

It is prohibited to influence the prices of the auction by any 
arrangement resulting in the same. The execution judge shall request the 
General Prosecutor to conduct necessary investigation if any connivance 
is suspected. 

Article 52 

The execution officer stops the sale of the remaining property of the 
debtor if the proceeds of the sold property are sufficient to repay the 
debt for which the distrainment is placed in addition to the expenses or 
execution of if the distrainee provides the amount payable from him. 

Article 53 

1. The execution officer shall prepare a statement containing the 
procedures taken, the name of the person awarded the auction and the 
price. 

2. The execution judge shall issue a decision of awarding the auction 
to the person to whom it is awarded after collecting the amount for the 
account of the execution court including a summary of the distrainment 
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and sale statements. The decision shall also include delivery of the sold 
property to the purchaser. The sale decision shall be considered an 
execution document. 

Article 54 

The auction award decision shall purify the real estate from any dues 
towards the person awarded the auction. 

Article 55 

Financial securities subject to the law of the capital market shall be 
sold through a person licensed by the capital market in the field of 
financial brokerage. An agreement shall be concluded between the 
Ministry of Justice and capital market authority on establishing 
necessary measures for the sale of these securities in a manner that 
realizes fair price and execution guarantees. 

Article 56 

1. Banking accounts shall be opened in the name of the court where 
the amounts of execution are deposited and withdrawn. The executive 
regulations shall determine the provisions of deposit, withdrawal and 
management of these accounts. 

2. Precious metals, jewellery and the like shall be deposited in the safe 
of the bank with which the accounts of the execution court are opened. 

The executive regulations shall regulate the provisions and 
procedures of facilitating participation of banks in the execution 
activities after the minister and governor of the Saudi Arabian Monetary 
Agency agree to the same. 

Chapter Three: Distribution of Execution Proceeds 

Article 57 

The execution proceeds shall be distributed upon an order by the 
execution judge to the distraining creditors and those considered party 
to the procedures. 
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Article 58 

If the proceeds of sale are insufficient to repay the rights of all 
concerned parties (distraining creditors and persons considered party to 
the procedures) and the said parties agree to an amicable settlement on 
the distribution of the proceeds, the execution judge shall enter the 
agreement in a statement to be signed the execution officer, the 
concerned parties and the judge. The said statement shall have the 
power of an execution document towards them. 

Article 59 

If the proceeds of sale are insufficient and if the concerned parties fail 
to agree to an amicable settlement on the distribution of the proceeds, 
the execution judge shall enter the objection in a statement signed by the 
execution judge, the execution officer and the concerned parties. The 
execution judge shall issue a judgment containing the distribution of the 
proceeds among creditors in accordance with the Sharee'ah and legal 
rules. 

Chapter Four: Distress on Debtor's Property with 
Others 

Article 60 

1. Amounts of money due to the debtor shall be distrained in the 
financial institution specified by the executive regulations through the 
supervisory authority in accordance with the following rules: 

a. Attachment on the credit current accounts shall be placed by the 
financial institution by preventing the holder of the account from 
withdrawing from his credit balance and any further deposits added to 
it. The financial institution, upon the approval of the execution judge, 
may deduct debt debit obligations occurring to the account prior to the 
attachment on the balance. 

b. Attachment on investment accounts shall be placed by the financial 
institution by preventing the holder of the account from withdrawing 
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from the credit cash balance and any deposits added to it. If the credit 
cash balance is dedicated to pay expenses due from investment centres 
or operations at the time of maturity or those created before notifying 
the financial institution of the attachment, these shall not be subject to 
the attachment procedures until the closure of all these centres. 

c. The attachment levied on the term deposits shall be done by 
preventing the debtor from withdrawing them, continuing development 
thereof in the legal way if the debtor wishes to do so and informing the 
execution judge of their nature, dates of maturity and consequences of 
breaking them. 

d. The attachment levied on the assets of trust safes shall be done by 
the execution officer's moving to the financial institution where the safes 
are opened and their contents are counted under a statement to be 
signed by the execution officer, the staff of the financial institution and 
the debtor, if it is possible to bring him, and the other keys of the safes 
held by the debtor shall be delivered to the execution court. 

e. The attachment shall be levied on insurance compensation by 
noting the contents of the executive document on the debtor's rights 
record and any compensation due or will become due to the debtor shall 
be delivered to the execution court account. 

2. The execution judge shall be informed with the result of attachment 
within three working days from the date of receiving the attachment 
order. 

3. The execution judge shall order the authority supervising the 
financial institution to transfer to the court's account the credit cash 
balance due to the debtor stated in items a, b, c, d and e of paragraph 1 
of this article in the amount sufficient to repay the debt. 

Article 61 

1. Shares owned in companies and unlisted shares shall be distrained 
through the Ministry of Commerce and Industry by noting the 
distrainment on the ownership record and noting the content of the 
execution document on the company's record. 

2. Financial securities shall be distrained through the Capital Market 
Authority and the execution judge shall be informed of the result of 
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distrainment within three working days from the date of receiving the 
distrainment order in accordance with the following rules: 

a. Financial securities shall be distrained by preventing the debtor 
from disposing with them, and 

b. Standing centres of financial securities shall be distrained by 
preventing the debtor from disposing with the amounts due to him after 
closing them. 

Article 62 

Commercial papers shall be distrained in accordance with the 
following rules: 

1. If the cheque is under the hand of the beneficiary debtor, the 
execution officer shall prepare the statement of distrainment and the 
amount of the cheque or the part available of it shall be collected and 
deposited in the court's account. 

2. The amount of the endorsed cheque shall be distrained after 
notifying the debtor of the execution order by the withdrawee bank 
when the person for whom the cheque is endorsed appears to collect the 
amount of the cheque and deposited in the court's account. 

3. If no corresponding amount is available for repayment in place of 
the cheque subject of distrainment, the execution judge shall authorize 
the debtor to replace the debtor in claiming the amount of the cheque 
from the withdrawer or the endorser and depositing the same in the 
court's account. In case the withdrawer or endorser object to pay, he 
shall file an objection lawsuit before the court having jurisdiction within 
ten days from the date of requesting him to pay and notify the execution 
judge of the procedures of considering the case and the consequences. If 
the said period elapses without submitting an objection claim, he shall 
pay the amount of the cheque to the court. ???? 

4. Bills of exchange and promissory notes held by the debtor shall be 
distrained by preparing the statement by the execution officer and 
depositing the value of the commercial paper in the court's account. If it 
is deferred, collection shall be deferred to the time of maturity. 

5. If the withdrawer or the endorser of the promissory note or bill of 
exchange objects to the right of the beneficiary debtor, he shall file an 
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objection lawsuit in accordance with the provisions of article 3 of this 
article. 

Article 63 

Amounts of money to be due to the debtor in the future shall be 
distrained under the hand of the steward by paying these amounts. The 
execution officer, the obliged party and the party entitled to such 
amounts shall prepare a statement of all amounts and the date of 
maturity. The said amounts shall be deposited in the court's account, 
whether they are cash, movables or real estate as per the rules provided 
for in this law for each type of them. 

Article 64 

Intellectual property shall be distrained through the authority 
concerned with the registration of intellectual property by noting the 
record with the content of the execution document. The execution judge 
shall be informed of the result of distrainment within three working 
days from the date of receiving the distrainment order. 

Article 65 
The creditor may place distrainment under his hand on the amounts due 

from him to his debtor. Distrainment shall be done by a notification to the 
debtor containing the data that should be mentioned in the paper of 
distrainment notification. In the cases of distrainment is levied upon an order 
from the execution judge, the distrainer shall, within the ten days following 
notification of distrainment to the debtor, file before the court having 
jurisdiction a lawsuit for the establishment of the right and validity of 
distrainment; otherwise, the distrainment shall be considered null and void. 

Article 66 

If the person distrained with has more than one branch, notification 
of the distrainment to any branch shall be effective vis-à-vis the 
distrainee.  

Article 67 

If the person distrained with disposes with the distrained property 
contrary to the order of the execution judge, the execution judge shall, 
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upon the request of the distrainer, conduct execution on the property of 
the person distrained with as equal to the amount of the property. 

Part Four 
Chapter One: Direct Execution 

Article 68 

If the subject of execution is an action or inaction and the debtor fails 
to meet his obligation within five days from the date of requesting him 
to do so in accordance with the provisions of the present law, the 
execution judge shall order use of the concerned force (police) to take 
necessary actions of execution unless it is required to carry out the 
execution by the debtor himself. 

Article 69 

If it is not possible to carry out the execution by the use of the 
concerned force or if execution requires the debtor to carry it himself 
and fails to do so, the execution judge may issue a judgment of a 
financial fine not more than ten thousand Saudi Riyals daily to be 
deposited in the court's account for every day the debtor delays 
execution. The execution judge has the right to cancel the fine of part of 
it if the debtor proceeds to execution. 

Article 70 

If it is not possible to carry out the execution by the use of the 
concerned force or if a financial fine is imposed against the debtor and 
he fails to execute within the period specified by the execution judge, he 
may issue an order to imprison the debtor to force him to execute. 

Article 71 

Direct execution provisions govern the official representative of the 
private corporate person or the one causing impediment of execution 
among the employees of the private corporate person. 
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Article 72 

Evacuation of a property shall be executed by the execution officer 
moving to the location of the property on the day following the lapse of 
five days from the date of notification of the execution order. The 
execution officer shall deliver the real estate to the executor and may use 
force to enter the property if so required.  

If the one in whose custody the property is does not appear or objects 
to delivering the movables, these movables shall be delivered to the 
judicial steward and the execution judge shall order selling them in an 
auction after two months unless the custodian receives them and the 
amount shall be deposited in the court's account. 

If the executor is a creditor of the custodian, the provisions of this law 
shall be applied against the movables of the debtor custodian. 

Chapter Two: Execution on Matters of Personal Status 

Article 73 

Decisions and judgments issued on matters of personal status shall be 
executed in the manners prescribed in the present law if this requires 
attachment on and sale of property. If execution states payment of 
amounts of money on a regular basis, execution shall be carried out 
through the arrangement specified by the executive regulations. 

Article 74 

The judgments on guarding and protecting minors, separation 
between husbands and wives and similar matters of personal status 
shall be executed by force even if this leads to seeking the help of the 
concerned force (police) and entry of houses. The judgment shall be re-
executed whenever necessary. 

Article 75 

A judgment issued against the wife to return to the marital house by 
force shall not be executed. 
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Article 76 

The execution judge shall determine the way of executing the 
judgment issued on visiting the minor unless the judgment provides for 
it. Execution shall be carried out by delivering the minor at a prepared 
place suitable for this type of execution. The Ministry of Justice shall 
specify such places in the executive regulations, provided that they are 
not at police stations and the like. 

Part Five 
Chapter One: Insolvency 

Article 77 

If the debtor fails to repay the debt on the pretext of insolvency, the 
execution judge shall consider the establishment of insolvency after 
completing all procedures of disclosure of property, questioning and 
tracking in accordance with the provisions of the present law and after 
an announcement containing the reasons of application of insolvency to 
be published in a one daily newspaper or more in the area of the debtor. 

Article 78 

1. If the debtor claims insolvency but the execution judge finds proofs 
that he is concealing his property, the execution judge shall, upon a 
judgment he issues, check his condition by imprisoning him for a period 
not exceeding five years taking into consideration the amount of the 
debt. The judgment shall be checked by the court of appeal. 

2. The execution judge shall summon the debtor during the period of 
his imprisonment mentioned under paragraph 1 hereof and question 
him in order to reveal his condition on intervals not exceeding three 
months as determined by the executive regulations. 

3. The executive regulations shall determine the amount of the 
property of the debtor as per the type of debts and conditions of debtors 
in coordination with the Ministry of Interior and Minister of Finance. 
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Article 79 

If the debt arises from an accidental criminal incident and the debtor 
claims insolvency, the execution judge shall establish his insolvency 
after hearing his evidence. If he has no evidence, the judge shall order 
him to take the oath confirming insolvency and establish his insolvency. 

Article 80 

If the debtor claims insolvency and the execution judge finds out that 
the said insolvency claim is a treacherous one or if the debtor fails to 
repay the debt as a result of transgression of negligence on his part, the 
judge shall document the said incident and complete execution 
procedures by ordering detainment of the accused and referring the 
accusation file within a period not exceeding seven days to the General 
Prosecutor to file the lawsuit. Concerned parties may submit a report to 
the General Prosecutor requesting filing the lawsuit. The subject judge 
shall consider the case and if the debtor is convicted, the penalty 
provided for herein shall be applied against him. 

Article 81 

1. The execution judge shall issue his order to authorities in charge of 
assets provided for in this law to seize the property that the insolvent 
debtor may receive in the future. 

2. The judge shall notify a licensed firm to register the credit 
information of the insolvency incident. 

3. The creditor may submit the execution document itself in the future 
to the execution judge if the any property appears for insolvent debtor. 

Article 82 

In declaring his bankruptcy, the merchant shall be subject to the rules 
of bankruptcy prescribed by the law. 
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Chapter Two: Execution Imprisonment 

Article 83 

Pursuant to the provisions of the present law, the execution judge 
shall issue a judgment on imprisoning the debtor if it is proved that he 
refuses to execute. The said imprisonment shall continue until the time 
of execution. 

Article 84 

No execution imprisonment may be applied against the debtor in the 
following cases: 

1. If the debtor has apparent property sufficient to repay the right due 
from him which can distrained and execution levied on it; 

2. If the debtor submits a bank guarantee, a financially capable surety 
or kind guarantee equal to the amount of the debt; 

3. If he proves to be insolvent in accordance with the provisions of 
this law; 

4. If it is one of the assets of the creditor unless the debt is a 
prescribed legal support money; 

5. If it is proved by a certificate from the concerned medical board 
that he has an illness with which he cannot withstand imprisonment; or 

6. If the debtor is a pregnant woman or if she has a child not more 
than 2 years old; 

Article 86 

The provisions of execution imprisonment shall apply to the legal 
representative of the private corporate person or any of his employees 
causing hampering execution. 

Chapter Three: Penalties 

Article 87 

Criminal courts shall have the jurisdiction to consider imposing the 
penalties provided for in this law and forwarding the same to the 
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General Prosecutor upon a referral issued by the execution judge or 
upon a notification from the harmed person. 

Article 88 
1. A penalty of imprisonment for a period not exceeding seven years shall be 

applied against any debtor who commits any of the following crimes: 
a. Refusing to execute the final judgment issued against him or proofing to 

have concealed, trafficked or refused to disclose his property; 
b. Deliberately impeding execution by filing a claim with the 

intention of impeding execution; 
c. Resisting execution by threatening or attacking himself or through 

others an employee or a licensee carrying out execution or purports any 
of the above against the executor or any other illegal act intended to 
resist execution; or 

d. Lying in his declarations before the court or procedures or 
producing untrue and incorrect data and information. 

2. The penalty provided for under paragraph 1 hereof shall be 
applied against any person who help the debtor or assist him in any of 
the crime provided for in the paragraphs 1.a, b, c and d hereof. 

Article 89 

The public servant and the like shall be penalized by imprisonment 
for a period not more than seven years if he impedes or hinders 
execution. This shall be considered as a dishonesty crime. 

Article 90 

A penalty of imprisonment for a period not exceeding fifteen years 
shall be applied against every debtor proves to have become a debtor as 
a result of a fraud act or have wasted his property if this property is 
plenty even if he is proved insolvent in both cases. These acts are major 
crimes that cause detainment. 

Article 91 

A penalty of imprisonment for a period not exceeding three years 
shall be applied against: 
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 1. Any person familiar with data related to the assets of the debtor if 
he leaks such data and the same penalty shall be applied against any 
person whom gets access to such data without a judicial order; 

2. The judicial receiver or steward if either one fails to carry out his 
duties by way of negligence, aggression, evading to deliver or receive 
the property; and 

3. The assessor, sale agent and their employees or a participant in the 
auction if any of them deliberately influences the price or misleads 
others about the fairness of prices. 

Article 92 
A penalty of imprisonment for not more than three months shall be applied 

against any parent or others who refuse to execute a judgment issued on 
guardianship, custody or visit or who resist or impede execution. 

General Provisions 

Article 93 

An agency having the authority of execution shall be created within 
the Ministry of Justice to be concerned with administrative and financial 
affairs and undertakes the following: 

1. Licensing providers of execution services including: 
a. Judicial paper reporter, 
b. Judicial sale agent, 
c. Judicial receiver, 
d. Judicial steward, 
e. Specialized companies which undertake supervision of the process 

of receiving moveable property by the lessor in accordance with specific 
rules laid down by the Ministry of Justice in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Interior, and 

f. Providers of execution services from the private sector following 
the approval of the Council of Ministers to assign this service to this 
sector. 

The executive regulations shall determine the rules of licensing and 
qualification including the required financial guarantee, rules of 
procedures and supervision thereof along with the policies of 
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determining of prices that they may receive and the fines that may be 
imposed against them. 

2. Using one company or more to carry all or some execution 
activities under the supervision of the execution court. 

3. Preparing bylaws for the training of staff in the field of execution. 
4. Publishing execution data statements. 
5. Exchanging disclosure of assets with other countries. 

Article 94 

The implementation of the present law shall not be in prejudice with 
the treaties and conventions that the Kingdom has entered with 
countries and international bodies and organizations. 

Article 95 

Any person harmed by the procrastination of execution procedures 
may file a claim against the person responsible for the same before the 
execution judge requesting compensation for the harm he may have 
incurred as a result. 

Article 96 

This law shall supersede articles from 96 thru 232 of the Law of 
Procedure before Sharee'ah Courts issued by Royal Decree No. M/21 
dated 20.5.1421 AH and paragraph g of article 13 of the Law of the 
Board of Grievances No. M/78 dated 19.9.1428 AH and all other 
contradicting provisions. 

Article 97 

The Minister shall issue the executive regulations of the present law 
within one hundred and eighty days from the date of promulgation of 
this law, which shall be applied after this law comes into effect. 

Article 98 

This law shall come into effect after one hundred and eighty days 
from the date of publishing in the official gazette. 


